


Bible Background This Lesson

•Immediately after Jesus’ baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
desert to be tempted by Satan (Matthew 4:1)

•After enduring a 40-day fast and over coming Satan’s temptations, 
Jesus returned to Galilee and began His ministry.  

•It was shortly thereafter that Jesus called His disciples.

•Two disciples of John the Baptist (one unnamed in this passage) had 
been following John the Baptist…but at this point began to follow Jesus.

(John did not try to persuade them from following…He was ready for the 
disciples to transfer their allegiance to Jesus).  

•Note:  Jesus’ first words that are recorded by John (John 1:38), “What 
do you want?” (to the disciples).

Why ask this question?

•Note:  First question asked of the disciples to Jesus, “Where are you 
staying?”

Why ask this question?

Jesus did not wait to invite them to where he abode.  His encounter with 
them that day evidently convinced them that He was truly the Messiah 
(Andrew’s statement to Simon).

Simon followed Andrew to see the man that convinced his brother that 
he is the Messiah.

It only takes one look by Jesus to impact our lives.

Jesus did not give Simon the name of Peter (Rock) by what 
Simon had been doing…but He saw where Peter’s faith and 
potential could lead him. 

Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry Peter displayed everything but a rock 
(strength and stability)…the only thing Peter had in common with a rock 
was his hard-headedness.

The name that Jesus gave Peter was not based on his life up to that 
point, but on who Jesus knew Peter would become as a result of 
following Jesus.

When Peter got to know Jesus, his life changed.  

Peter eventually became a new person, and, empowered by his faith in 
Christ, he dedicated his life to spreading the word about Jesus to the 
world.

Faith is more than reading about it and believing it; it is doing it (action).

Jesus knows our potential.  However, we must decide to follow him as a 
disciple that He can trust . 




